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Editorial 

 

Rebecca Day 

 

 

Welcome to the IAA Postgraduate Colloquium 2011 special issue of Rosetta. The 

organisers of the Colloquium are grateful to Rosetta for their support and advice in 

continuing to develop the close relationship between the Institute’s journal and its 

preeminent annual student-led research event. The IAA Colloquium has been an 

annual fixture of postgraduate life since 2006, and from the editorial to Rosetta 3, 

Autumn 2007 the close links between this event and Rosetta were already becoming 

clear. As Robin Weaver pointed out, ‘[i]n the past Colloquium presentations have 

formed the bulk of the submissions to Rosetta’.1 It was not until 2009, however, that 

a special Colloquium edition of the journal appeared.  

 

This special issue featured four articles, illustrating some of the research topics 

pursued by members of the IAA. Though this issue represented a significant 

development in the relationship between the Colloquium and Rosetta, the 

comparatively small number of speakers who chose to submit their Colloquium 

papers perhaps suggested the lack of momentum, which so often besets post-event 

academic publications. The original aim of the Colloquium was to provide an 

opportunity for students to develop their oral presentation skills, and to receive 

feedback on ongoing research. Its intention was also to foster discussion and debate 

across the wide range of subject areas represented by the IAA. As such, the 

emphasis of the event was, and remains, on the papers presented. The quality of 

these underpins the success of the event, and absorbs much of the energy of 

speakers. Thus, it is understandable that many students may be reluctant 

immediately to begin the task of re-writing an oral presentation on developing 

research into an article arriving at a perhaps premature conclusion. 

 

                                                           
1
  Rosetta 3, Editorial, http://www.rosetta.bham.ac.uk/Issue_03/editorial.htm. 
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In light of these reflections, the organising committee of this year’s Colloquium 

decided to initiate a new method of continuing the complementary relationship 

between Rosetta and the Colloquium, in the hope of maintaining and developing the 

profile of both, within the IAA and outside. This collection of extended abstracts aims 

to solve two of the problems highlighted above. First, by asking for abstracts to be 

submitted before the Colloquium, with an official launch of the issue to round off the 

event, it was hoped that the abstracts would benefit from the intellectual energy 

generated by writing Colloquium papers. Second, by requesting extended abstracts 

of Colloquium papers, rather than articles, it was hoped that a larger number of 

people would feel able to submit pieces without the pressure of presenting 

conclusions. 

 

In both respects, the Colloquium organisers regard this issue as a success. Many 

contributors commented when submitting their abstracts that preparing an extended 

summary of their paper before the Colloquium helped them to organise their ideas 

more clearly for their presentation. Furthermore, the thirteen submissions, 

representing all but one speaker at the Colloquium, and some students who did not 

present, provide a far broader snapshot of current research themes in the IAA than 

was the case in 2009.  

 

Like the Colloquium, this issue represents a stage in the development of research, 

rather than its final output. Like Rosetta itself, it is intended to provide experience 

and opportunity (of preparing a piece for publication, of creating extended abstracts, 

now requested by many national and international research conferences, and of 

participating in the process of journal production), as well as to produce published 

research. Some contributors have drawn tentative or partial conclusions, some are at 

a stage only to suggest future avenues of exploration. As such, this issue stands as 

testimony to the purpose of the Colloquium, and hopefully, by presenting these 

questions to a wider audience, expands its utility.  

 

While it is hoped that this issue of extended abstracts will provide a valuable 

introduction to IAA research areas, and will continue the active growth of the 

Colloquium in its engagement with the many opportunities available through the IAA, 
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it does not replace the existing relationship between Rosetta and individual 

Colloquium contributors. As Robin Weaver highlighted in 2007, many contributors go 

on to prepare their Colloquium papers for the autumn edition of Rosetta, using the 

summer to refine their ideas, and follow up on suggestions or leads offered during 

the Colloquium. The Colloquium organisers encourage all contributors to this year’s 

event to consider doing the same, and look forward to seeing the sketches 

presented here framed in full colour in later editions of the journal. This would surely 

exemplify the aims of the Colloquium and Rosetta, and the IAA and its postgraduate 

researchers, to foster new ideas in an interdisciplinary environment in order to 

produce world-class research.  

 

It only remains for the organisers of the Colloquium once again to thank the editorial 

team of Rosetta, and General Editor, Phoebe Roy, and Articles Editor, Daniel 

Reynolds, in particular for their support in bringing out this issue, in time for its 

launch at the Colloquium on 4th May 2011. It should also be noted that the editing of 

individual abstracts was the work of the Colloquium organising committee, and any 

errors, omissions or other flaws remain their responsibility, and not those of the 

Rosetta editorial team.  


